
~A Celebration of solid partnership in social,
cultural, educational & economic empowerment   

SRDS’s 
Diamond Jubilee   





ED I T OR I A L 3

ditoria ea
For free circulation to members and 

well-wishers

PUBLISHING EDITOR:

SRDS Souvenir is published for Shree Rajput 

Dhobi Samaj  by:

Clemon Enterprises Ltd, P. O. Box 42967-80100, 

Mombasa-Kenya.

Tel: 0722 88 06 51; 0771 68 10 58, 

Email: clemonmedia@gmail.com

Sword Graphics

Chris Manthi. 

Cell: 0723 203663 / 0780 489663

Email: swordgraphics1@gmail.com

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN 

AND LAYOUT

DISTRIBUTION: 

SRDS Souvenir Newsletter is distributed 

through the SRDS Mombasa Networks locally 

and internationally.

SOUVENIR EDITORIAL BOARD

1. Bipinbhai Parmar

2. Hiteshbhai Kara

3. Saritbhai Vaja

4. Meetalbhai Parmar

5. Deepakbhai Parmar

6. Monikaben Solanki

7. Bhavikbhai Parmar

8. Pritenbhai Parmar

9. Hitenbhai Vaja

10. Mitthunbhai A. Parmar

COPYRIGHT:

@Copyright 2017 Shree 

Rajput Dhobi Samaj. All 

rights reserved. While the 

publishers have made every 

effort to ensure the accuracy 

of all information in this 

Magazine, they will not be 

held responsible for any 

errors therein.

Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj

It is a publication of the 

Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj, 

Mombasa Branch located at 

Mwalim Juma road.

P. O Box 82130-80100, MSA  

Email: 
shree.rajput.dhobi.samaj.msa@
gmail.com

Dreams do not materialize unless you give shape to your
thoughts by putting them in action.



INSIDE

21.    Tracing the History of Kenya’s Shree Rajput Dhobi
         Samaj

>>36

>>42
ON THE COVER

SRDS’s
Diamond Jubilee

~A Celebration of

solid partnership in

social, cultural,

education &

economic 

empowerment.

CONT EN TS4

Editorial Team

60 years in Words and Pictures

Message from The Chairman of Shree Rajput Dhobi 

Samaj - Mombasa.

Message from The Chairman, Board of Trustees

Message from The Honorary Secretary.

Report on the Renovation of Maru Bhavan Hall by The 

Treasurer.

Message from The Chairman of Shree Rajput Dhobi Gnati 

Mandal Dar-es-Salaam.

Message from The Chairman of Nairobi Rajput Dhobi 

Association.

Unity of our Community.

Highlights of SRDS Ladies’ Wing.

Message from The Youth Chairman.

Message from The Sports Secretary.

List of Top Achievers in Education

List of SRDS Trustees

List of SRDS Chairmen

History in Pictures (Photo gallery)

The SRDS Social Committee

The SRDS Funeral Committee

SRDS-Mombasa Directory 2016

NRDA Telephone Directory

SRDG-Mandal, Dar-es-Salaam Telephone Directory

Rajput Dhobi Samaj Canada Telephone Directory

Glossary

Emergency Contacts 

3.

4

7.

10.

11.

14.

18.

19.

36.

42.

49.

53.

63.

68.

69.

72.

81.

83.

124.

133.

141.

145.

150.

It is never too late to be what you might have been.

>>21

>>14

>>53



60 YEARS IN WORDS AND PICTURES

ALL FOR YOU!
or the period that I was researching, writing and editing the Shree Rajput Dhobi 

FSamaj Souvenir Book, I have felt a growing sense of anxiety, and perhaps this is the 

best place for me to attempt to discharge those feelings.

The SRDS members were so excited and supportive of the idea of a book that tells the story 

of their Community's Sixty years history that they literally opened their doors to welcome 

the idea. Officials from various departments like the Ladies Wing, the Sports Wing and 

even the Youth Wing arranged for entire panels of their senior members to brief me on the 

history and progress in their departments, complete with photo sessions.

thBut the 60  Anniversary, however, isn't just about the SRDS community members. It is 

about the people, places and events that have shaped the community since its beginning. 

This Souvenir celebrates them and everything that have been reported on for the past six 

decades.

From humble beginning as a small community which came to Kenya to build the Kenya 

–Uganda Railway, Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj–Mombasa Community has been transformed 

into an-all-encompassing enthusiastic community that our readers love. That love 

continues with this special anniversary issue.

The first person who introduced this Souvenir was the chairman of managing committee, 

Mr Bipinbhai Parmar. He went ahead to introduce me to the Souvenir committee 

comprising of: Hiteshbhai Kara, Deepakbhai Parmar, Pritenbhai Parmar, Bhavikbhai Parmar, 

Meetalbhai Parmar, Saritbhai Vaja, Monikaben Solanki, Hitenbhai Vaja and Mitthunbhai 

Parmar.

This committee continues to serve as my most valued advisers until the last word was 

typed. The committee has been a mighty fortress of knowledge, a free flowing river of ideas 

and experience and their contacts in the business world are so extensive that there was no 

door they did not knock to seek information and advertisements. So, if you find this 

Souvenir readable and interesting, it is the committee which deserves the credit, and I am 

lost for words as to how I can adequately thank them for this amount of support.

The publications committee threw all kinds of ideas against the wall. The ones you see 
  printed here are the ones that stuck. To document the community's 60 years Anniversary, 

they involved as many people as they could find to recall the most memorable events they 

ever witnessed or heard of. With more than 60 years of combined experience and even 

more events recalled or witnessed, there was no shortage of answers.

I sincerely thank you for your sharp memories.

I will not forget the contributions made by various individuals on their own capacities and 

that of their departments. These include Mrs Bhavitaben Chohan (Chairlady-Ladies Wing), 

Nikitbhai Parmar, (Sports Secretary), Mishaalbhai Modasia (Youth-chairman) and 

Ashokbhai Vaja (Chairman, board of trustees).

I cannot overlook the incisive contribution from Honorary Secretary Dipakbhai Parmar and 

many other contributors who I cannot mention for lack of space. I thank all of them for their 

dedication to the written word and their insights and suggestions which made every 

th60 �
Anniversary,�
however,�isn't�
just�about�the�
SRDS�
community�
members.�It�is�
about�the�
people,�places�
and�events�that�
have�shaped�
the�community�
since�its�
beginning.�This�
Souvenir�
celebrates�
them�and�
everything�that�
have�been�
reported�on�for�
the�past�six�
decades.

ED I T OR I A L 5

Every phase of life is bound to teach us something valuable.



chapter of this book stronger. 

Once inducted, they became my right arm. Their professional expertise and abiding love for their work made it easier to 

research long-hidden facts, and the historical accuracy of this souvenir is a tribute to their can-do-it attitude. Never once 

did any of them say “I am too busy” or “that is not my work” as any ordinary person would have responded to a call to 

duty.

I also owe many thanks to Chris Manthi of Sword Graphics, the company which provided exciting graphic design to this 

publication and worked alongside me throughout the compilation period.

While we were looking to the past, we also speculated about the future. Words are one way to chronicle the past, but so 

are images. So inside this book we have included more than 150 pages of striking images, decade by decade.

This is just a summary of the great topics you will find inside this book. I am certain that you will enjoy this special issue as 

much as we enjoyed putting it together. And I must thank you once again for your loyalty and support.

At Clemon Media Group we believe that sometimes performance is not measured in seconds but in decades.

Here's to 60 Great years, and 60 more to come! Congratulations Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj - Mombasa!

Philip Otieno-Obande

Publishing Editor
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Jai Shree Krishna,

t gives me immense pleasure to present this 

Isouvenir book which captures 60 years of the rich 

cultural history and heritage of our community-

Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj (SRDS).  It was on this 

memorable day – the 15th of October 1955, when 

our Samaj was established in Mombasa! Last year we 

proudly celebrated our 60th Anniversary.

60 years ago, almost 90 percent of our members 

were engaged in the occupation as 'Washerman' or 

'Dhobi', to earn their daily bread. During this period 

most of our members were basically uneducated, 

except for a few young members who pursued 

further education beyond secondary school.

In those days, the business of washing clothes was 

done manually, and generally family members 

assisted as well. 

However, this Dhobi business was not well paying or 

highly profitable; hence a large portion of the 

community remained poor.

SRDS-MOMBASA

SRDS Execu�ve Commi�ee Chairman
Bipinbhai Parmar

MESSAGE FROM 
CHAIRMAN OF SRDS 
MOMBASA

7

Every interaction is an opportunity to learn, only if we are
interested in improving rather than proving.
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Members like Mavjibhai Parmar, Prabhudasbhai Hira, 

Hansrajbhai Solanki, Sureshchandrabhai Solanki, 

Nanjibhai Bhika Solanki, Hirj ibhai Chohan, 

Harilalbhai Chohan to name but a few, took 

leadership of the community at various stages and 

changed the mindset of the community members.  

In the early 60's and 70's community members were 

encouraged to join and work for large organizations 

like the Mombasa Port, the East African Railways, and 

various shipping lines, etc. This not only broadened 

their minds but in-turn made them encourage their 

children to study further to achieve better lifestyle 

and personal growth. 

The downside to this was that members slowly 

moved away from the traditional occupation of 

washing clothes. Currently the few members still 

engaging in laundry business employ the use of 

modern laundry machinery with professional 

approach. 

In the last sixty years, our community managed to 

build its own premises (community hall) twice. The 

original one was acquired and built in 1955 and the 

second one, in 1985. 

The current community hall on Maalim Juma Road 

has undergone continuous improvements to meet 

the modern requirements. It boasts of lower and 

upper hall each with sitting capacity of 500 people, a 

volleyball playing field, a modern Kitchen and a two-

room flat.

Our active youths have always engaged in 

competitive sports from very early days, especially 

volleyball. Later, indoor games such as pool table, 

darts etc. became regular events during sports 

festivals. Recently, during the 2016 Easter Sports 

Festival, we introduced Ladies Throw-Ball game, with 

the aim of encouraging ladies to take active part in 

sports.

Prize-giving for the academically well performing 

students was introduced and soon became an 

annual ceremony in the Samaj. The recognition of 

high achieving students has motivated our children 

to advance in their studies and we are now reaping 

the fruits of their achievements in their respective 

professions. 

In the 1970's and 1980's, many members who 

pursued further studies became holders of university 

degrees. Recently, more of our members pursuing 

profess ional  studies have acquired ACCA 

qualifications, Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of 

Medicine, Bachelor of Pharmacy, Bachelor of 

Information Technology degrees.

I am proud to state here that we currently have a 

sizeable membership of highly educated members 

in our community which gives an indication that the 

future of Samaj is indeed bright.

Our Samaj has also progressed socially, with some of 

our members not only participating in various events 

and functions organized within the community, but 

also taking part in events organized by Hindu 

Council of Kenya or even hosting events that are 

multi-cultural like Sai baba birthday celebrations. 

This has helped us win positive recognition and 

integration with other communities and societies 

around us.

Our vibrant managing committee has dedicated 

If you do what you need, you’re surviving. If you do what 
you want, you’re living.



themselves to reinforce the progress made by our 

predecessors with an aim of bringing in new ideas 

and bolster new talents in the spirit of brotherhood 

(Bhaicharo) within our membership.

There are several sub-committees, such as the 

Trustees, Ladies wing, Sports wing and Youth wing, 

who play a big role in helping us to achieve these 

goals.

As they say “The journey of a thousand miles 

begins with one step”, I would like to sincerely 

appreciate our past trustees, managing committees, 

ladies wing and sports/ youth committee and 

respected elders who have guided our Samaj in the 

right direction and achieved great heights to where 

we are at present.

I offer my commendations to our souvenir technical 

team who have put in tremendous efforts in -  
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compiling the souvenir book to its perfection. I also 

offer my appreciation to all those companies and 

individuals out there who have generously 

sponsored adverts in this souvenir. My heartfelt 

gratitude particularly goes out to the souvenir 

designer, Sword Graphics and the Publishing Editors, 

Clemon Media Group.

Last but not least, my humble Pranams to the 

Almighty God for bestowing me with this golden 

opportunity to be his instrument of choice to lead 

such a wonderful community. We are all indebted to 

our magnanimous Country, Kenya, as she has 

provided us with shelter, peace and prosperity since 

our forefathers first stepped on her soil from India. 

We say Ahsante to our Motherland Kenya!

Never think you are nothing, never think you are everything, but 
always think that you are something who can achieve anything.
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MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN - BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

The Chairman - Board of Trustees
Ashokbhai Vaja

t gives me a great pleasure to take this 

Ioppor tunity to congratulate the entire 

community of Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj 

Mombasa [SRDS] in celebrating 60 years since it was 

first established in 1955.

I was fortunate to be born just 15 days after the 

formation of SRDS and have seen our community 

grow since my childhood, from a very humble 

beginning, overcoming many social and economic 

challenges to where we are today. 

Soon after the formation of SRDS, we purchased a 

property for our community on Haile Selassie Road. 

A community hall was built on this property and it 

served us well during all religious activities, sports, 

wedding ceremonies, open air film shows…just to 

mention but a few!. Sadly, due to adverse economic 

circumstances the community members were forced 

to sell this property, leaving the community without 

a Samaj for some time. 

However, our members did not lose faith and under 

the leadership our  community  chai rman, 

Hansrajbhai Solanki with his committee members, I 

being one of them, purchased an old property on 

Maalim Juma Road in 1985. 

We faced numerous challenges during the 

construction of our new Samaj hall on this property. 

Our members were quite determined and 

contributed generously financially and also 

sacrificed their time and energy during the 

construction phase. The cooperation at that time 

was amazing and we now take great pride to have 

such a magnificent Samaj in place.

Celebrating 60 years is indeed a historic occasion 

and this Souvenir book which has been launched to 

commemorate this occasion is a fitting tribute! On 

behalf of my fellow trustees, I take this opportunity 

to congratulate the current Chairman and his entire 

team for working tirelessly in the running of the 

facility and particularly in the recent renovations 

undertaken at the Samaj. 

I also sincerely congratulate the entire team of 

souvenir conveners for an excellent job done in 

gathering, collating, designing and publication of 

this memorable souvenir book. More appreciation 

also goes to all those out there, including our 

members, who supported our Samaj by placing paid 

advertisements in this souvenir.

Finally, we pray to the Almighty God to shower 

blessings to all our members to continue working 

selflessly and by displaying brotherhood which will 

take our Samaj to even greater heights in the future!

Jai Shree Krishna and bless you all.  

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass...It’s about 
learning to dance in the rain.

Board of Trustees 



MESSAGE FROM THE 
HONORARY SECRETARY

Jai Shree Krishna,

 take immense pride to congratulate Shree Rajput IDhobi Samaj Mombasa on its 60 years 

anniversary celebrations. This is a milestone 

achievement and we are indeed proud of our 

community's rich heritage. 

Man is a social being who requires a society or a 

community in which to live and prosper. The Dhobi 

community is a social grouping based on the 

occupation of our forefather who has been laundry 

man or more commonly known as “Dhobi”. Today, 

our community boasts of doctors, engineers, 

accountants, entrepreneurs and businessmen, after 

successfully graduating from the manual laundry 

occupation.

The unity of our Samaj has its fair share of up's and 

down's but we recognize that with a united force, we 

can contribute constructively to the welfare of our 

members and make greater achievements for 

communities which l ive around us.  Samaj 

Management Committees over the years has 

endeavoured to keep our members in unity and 

harmony and have achieved immense progress by 

providing help to any member in times of need. As 

usual, there is always room for improvement but I 

would like to highlight a few areas where we can 

work on as a community.

Communication: Over the years, communication 

has improved whereby members have been kept 

abreast with information related to the Samaj which 

is of general concern or knowledge. The acquisition 

of smart phones has been a blessing in disguise since 

the gadgets have made this task simpler with 

applications like Whatsapp making it easier to 

communicate with members efficiently.

Socialization: It is important that the management 

of our Samaj endeavors to organize more social 

events. Our calendar has many such functions like 

Navratri, Diwali etc. But we need to include more 

social events where talents of members is displayed, 

or general bonding sessions for members to meet 

and dine together. This allows our members to 

socialize and bond.

Sports: This is vital aspect of a society. The young 

and the old, alike, should be encouraged to 

participate in sports events of their choice and 

regular competitions should be organized in a bid to 

kill two birds with one stone. Once our youth are 

focused on sports activities, they will automatically 

avoid bad company, at the same time, playing 

together will create harmony and bonding.

Religious events: To keep the lamp burning in the 

hearts of members of our Hindu religion, it is 

important that the Samaj hosts religious functions 

more frequently. Navratri is one such festival, but I 

propose that the Samaj should adopt a monthly or 

an annual event which can strengthen and uplift 

spiritualism and devotion in member's hearts.

Over the years, some social barriers are gradually 

being discarded. For example, a few years back inter 

community marriages was unheard of, but in the 

recent years a number of families have allowed their 

daughters and sons to intermarry. On the one hand 

this practice brings benefits to our community but 

on the other hand, we risk compromising our family 

traditions and culture, which includes rites and 
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Honorary Secretary.
Dipakbhai Vasantrai Parmar

Remember no one can make you feel inferior without your
consent.





rituals. Intermarriage encourages like-minded 

communities to gather and jointly organize events 

for their common benefit. 

As a community we must make concerted effort to 

discuss any problem, hold civilized and sensible 

discussions and find happiness and lasting solutions 

for the prosperity of the whole community.

Another important issue worth mentioning here is to 

warn our youth against evils of bad and dangerous 

habits like alcoholism and smoking dangerous 

substances.

More prevalent in modern times are the dangerous 

side-effects of technology such as mobile phones 

usage. We realize that our youth spend a lot of time 

chatting on social media and this reduces their 

productivity which affects their performance in 

studies or gainful work.

Our youth need to enhance contribution and 

participation by thought, word and deed; as this will 

improve our community standing in the society we 

live in. They should be encouraged to come forward 

and accept  respons ib le  pos i t ions  in  the 

management of our Samaj, which equally demands 

sacrifice of time, money and energy.

Our Samaj has come a long way in the last 60 years 

but I foresee a bright future! For this reason, let us 

move forward in one direction with optimism and 

work hard for the common good for each and every 

member of our community.

I feel blessed and thank our members for having 

given me such a golden opportunity to serve the 

Samaj as its Secretary. This is indeed a great honour 

and prestige to me and my family.

I would like to end with a quote: “If you want to go 

quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together”.

At the end, I would like to extend my felicitations to 

all SRDS brothers and sisters on this occasion. I wish 

the SRDS members success in achieving its mission 

in the days to come.

God bless the SRDS.

YEARS

ANNIVERSARY 

ON YOUR SPLENDID  

th

SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ

We are proud to be associated with you!
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To be the best, you must be able to handle the worst.
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Treasurer.
Saritbhai Vaja

hen the current management committee Wtook over leadership in 2015 they 

de l ibe ra ted  and  agreed  on  the 

importance of renovating our Samaj premises, which 

has been in use for over 30 years. Renovations of 

Maru Bhavan hall which was on the fifth phase was 

stagreed upon in our general members meeting of 1  

August, 2015.

The following details of achievements have so far 

been undertaken:

Phase 1 includes the beautification of pavement with 

cabro paving blocks outside our premises. Phase 2 

included the lower hall renovations which replaced 

all wooden doors with aluminum doors. Phase 3 

encompassed the lower hall washrooms renovations 

which created more space with modern facilities; 

added one washroom to cater for disable persons; 

also renovated adjacent stores and office.

REPORT ON THE RENOVATION OF 

MARU BHAVAN HALL BY THE TREASURER

If you’re depressed you are living in the past. If you are anxious you 
are living in the future. If you’re at peace you are living in the present.



Phase 4 addressed the renovations of Kitchen to 

replace the old vents, create extra work tops and 

replacement of the floor. Phase 5 touches on the 

renovations of upper hall Maru Bhavan.

The main aim of these renovations was to improve 

and change from old design to modern style by 

removing old concrete vents which made the hall 

look very dusty to the latest modern looks with 

aluminum windows and extensive repairs on the 

walls and ceiling.

The initial budget for the renovations was Ksh 1.3 

Million but due to additional improvements and 

adjustments the cost increased to Ksh 2.1 Million. 
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The Results:

1. Louvre windows rusted, broken 

& in poor condition

2. Old wooden door(s) are broken

3. Create 10 new windows

4. Repair & replace security iron 

grill for windows

5. Remove wall tiles which is 

falling off

6. Upper hall washroom are 

outdated and unhygienic 

7. The ce i l ing Styrofoam is 

damaged, with some section of 

the roof leaking 

8. Changing room doors and 

windows needs repairs

9. Last but not least air vents 

which makes the hall dusty and 

difficult  to keep i t  c lean

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Completed

Replace with Aluminum sliding windows 

with one way glass.

Replace with heavy duty Aluminum 

doors.

10 new Aluminum sliding windows; this will 

increase day light and cross ventilation.

We shall repair the existing iron grill for the 

windows and install new ones for the new 

windows.

Replace with wall painting with good finish 

which would be long lasting.

Replace all sanitary ware, improve on layout 

and make it modern and more hygienic with 

improved tile work.

Replace the damage Styrofoam and do 

maintenance of the roof where needed.

Replace the old windows with aluminum 

sliding windows and the locks of door to be 

changed.

Seal the air vents and ensure provision to 

install exhaust fan if required for better 

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a i r  i n  t h e  h a l l

The best revenge is massive success.



In Conclusion with God's grace and blessings, 

Nanjibhai Virchand Maru and Family who accepted 

the responsibility to support a good cause. “Samaj 

Seva hi PrabhuSeva” true to this words, you have been 

instrumental in doing God's work. As the westerners 

say “Sharing is Caring”, you as our vadil have always 

had the best interest of Mombasa Dhobi Samaj at 

heart probably because you have your roots here. We 

are sure that your efforts will be blessed thousandth 

fold by the Almighty God. 

With the new look Maru Bhavan Hall we take great 

pride that we have jointly achieved a milestone in our 

rich history and heritage. We do understand without 

God's will not even a single blade of grass can quiver 

in the breeze; but we appreciate your support without 

which this task was way beyond our means.

On behalf of the Managing Committee, the Trustees, 

The Ladies wing, the Youth wing, the Sports wing and 

the members at large I would like to whole-heartedly 

wish to thank you and your family for the generosity 

you have shown. We say Ahsante Sana!

After completion of the renovation, the majestic Maru 
thBhavan Hall was opened on the 25  March 2016.

Photo 3: Sai baba prayer bhajans after renovation

Photo 4: Ceiling board repair work in progress

Photo 6: Sample Aluminium window fitted

Photo 5: Paint work in progress    

Photo 1: Granite work done by Vapco Construction 
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Photo 2: Mandir tiles donated by Nikeshbhai H. Chohan

Life is not a problem to be solved, but a reality to be 
experienced.
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Photo 9: Front View after Renovations

Photo 10: Rear View after Renovations

Photo 7: Renovation Work in Progress

Photo 8: Side View after Renovations

If you have never failed you have never lived.

KEMO CONSTRUCTION 

Trust is just one of the things we BUILD well

P. O . Box 87705, MOMBASA. TEL: 0716 760537

SOLUTION FOR ANY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 



Dear Members

t gives me great pleasure and honour to be part of 

Ithis celebration and on behalf of Shree Rajput 

Dhobi Gnati Mandal- Dar-es-Saalam, I congratulate 

the Mombasa Samaj on their Golden Anniversary.

Sixty years is a major milestone for the Mombasa Samaj 

and as we look back at this journey, I would like to pay 

tribute to the founding fathers of the Samaj for their 

vision.

I also congratulate the Trustees, elected  Committee 

and community members for their dedication, 

commitment and support in running the Samaj and 

making all the functions memorable.

When there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful 

things can be achieved -Unity is Strength- and we stand 

together with you in this journey and wish you all the 

success.

Best wishes.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF SHREE
RAJPUT DHOBI GNATI
MANDAL DAR-ES-SALAM 

Your Hometown Pharmacy 
Here For Life!

BADAR PHARMACY LTD

JOMO KENYATTA AVENUE

PO BOX 80392-80100

MOMBASA, KENYA

TEL: +254 736 244644

info@badarpharmacy.com
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Shree Rajput Dhobi Gna� Mandal Dar-es-Salaam - Chairman
Babulalbhai V. Chudasama

Dwell on the beauty of life. Watch the stars, and see yourself
running with them.



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

NAIROBI RAJPUT DHOBI ASSOCIATION

 am honoured and privileged to convey my Isincere congratulations to Shree Rajput Dhobi 
th

Samaj Mombasa on their 60  Anniversary 

celebrations. Our community members, Managing 

Committee and the Trustees of Nairobi Rajput Dhobi 

Association join me in congratulating the Mombasa 

Samaj on this historic occasion.

We vividly remember the Mombasa Samaj as being 

the pioneers in creating a strong Rajput Dhobi 

Community not only in Mombasa, but also in Nairobi 

and the rest of East Africa. 

We salute the efforts of these pioneers who had 

foresight and determination to mobilize the 

community, with the aim of enhancing unity, 

strengthening bonds as well as promoting sporting 

and cultural activities within the East African region. 

Today this bond goes beyond the region, extending 

to far countries like the UK, USA, Canada, Australia 

and of course, India.

I also acknowledge the fact that Mombasa Samaj 

was among the first Dhobi Communities to acquire 

their own premises. This foresight and determination 

by the pioneers continues to be a source of 

inspiration to the other Communities worldwide.

I wish to pay tribute to the Mombasa Dhobi 

Community for their resolute determination to 

enhance this spirit of brotherhood through their 

hospitality, commitment and true friendship over the 

years. The slogan of 'Mombasa Raha' during Easter 

Festival hosted by Mombasa is a testimony of this 

spirit.

My Community members in Nairobi join me in 

praying to Maa Ambaji, to continue to shower her 

blessings to Community.  
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Hope is the heartbeat of the soul.

Nairobi Rajput Dhobi Associa�on Chairman
Kamleshbhai J. Gohil





embers of the Shree Rajput Dhobi MCommunity are descendants of Rajput 

warriors of Gujarat who have a communal 

occupation of being a Dhobi, Gujarati word meaning 

"Launderer".

In 1896 a pioneer man called Vishrambhai Vira 

Chauhan arrived in Kenya to work for the Kenya 

Railway Corporation, the builders of the first Kenya-

Uganda Railway. Later on, he sent for his friends and 

re lat ives inc luding Hansra jbhai  Giga and 

Laxmanbhai Parmar to join him in Kenya. Rajput 

Dhobis' emigrated from Diu and from a cluster of five 

Villages namely: Kodinar, Una, Porbandar, Delvada 

and Ghogla.

In 1935, a communal laundry was started where 

several members of the Dhobi community rented a 

plot, right by the water's edge in (Madobini) Old 

town Mombasa, where they set up their washtubs 

and drying lines. Other members soon joined them 

and used these dhobi ghats ("rocks"), but each family 

paid rent separately. 

Some of the prominent members were Trikambhai 

Chohan, Veljibhai Solanki, Hirjibhai Parmar, 

Premjibhai Keshav, Bhikhabhai Rathod, Harjibhai 
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TRACING THE HISTORY OF KENYA’S
SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ

It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not
stop.
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Vaja, Bhikhabhai Solanki, Devrajbhai Solanki, 

Keshavlalbhai Modasia, Kanjibhai Hira, Chunilalbhai  

Hira, Karsanbhai Chohan, Kanjibhai Parmar, 

Mithabhai Parmar, Laljibhai Chohan, Virchandbhai 

Maru, Bhikhabhai Dayalal Solanki, Kalidasbhai 

Chohan, Veljibhai Chohan, Kanjibhai Solanki, 

Vasrambhai Gohil, just to name but a few.

Due to some misunderstandings, Dhobi members 

were socially divided into two groups based on the 

village they originated from, with those from Kodinar 

on one side and the rest on the rival side. Mavjibhai 

Hirji Parmar, with help of a priest from India later 

reconciled the members and brought them under 

one umbrella. But as their numbers increased, it 

became necessary to cater for the social, cultural and 

religious activities of the Community.

Some active young men namely: Mavjibhai Hirji 

Parmar, Pragjibhai Velji Solanki, Karsanbhai Harji 

Vaghela, and Nanjibhai Devji Vaja formed a Society 
th 

called Shree Rajput Dhobi Yuvak Mandal on 20

March, 1942 and commenced various activities such 

as Navratri Garba,  Diwali, Janmastmi and marriage 

ceremonies on a hired plot in old town - near Salim 

Juma Road (now known as Digo Road) where stands 

the present Jain Temple "Derasar".

At the beginning, some elders of the community 

resisted this move but after much persuasion they 

agreed to join forces with the rest for the betterment 

and welfare of the Community as a whole. 

Narshibhai Nanji Parmar, who later on became a 

celebrated gymnastic, introduced this activity to the 

youth. The celebration of Navratri festival with all its 

pomp and splendour became an obsession of our 

mandal. 

With the assistance of Harjibhai Kalidas Parmar, a 

beautiful "Garbi" of Goddess Ambe Maa was made. 

Vesh Bhusha (fancy dressing) became the talk of the 

town where Kanjibhai Jetha Solanki would dress as 

Bhim.

Shree Rajput Dhobi Yuvak Mandal - 1942

>>Continued on Page 24

Be so good that they can’t ignore you.





Chagganbhai Velji Solanki would dress as Hanuman, 

Amratlalbhai Devji Vaja as Sita, Narshibhai Nanji 

Parmar as Ram and Purshotambhai Parmar as 

Laxman. Other Hindu community members in 

Mombasa visited our Samaj to enjoy the splendour 

of Navratri festival every year.

As time progressed and with it, the gradual increase 

in the population, more intelligent young men felt 

the necessity for the community to have its own 

premises but this project needed money. 

So two energetic and enthusiastic members of the 

community Mavjibhai Hirji Parmar and Pragjibhai 

Velji Solanki toured east and central Africa and 

Mozambique seeking cash donations to be used to 

purchase property. Members residing in Mombasa 

were requested to offer generous donations and 

interest-free loans  which were repayable as early as 

possible.

As a result a building was bought on Haile Selassie 

Road, Mombasa in 1954. Thereafter, our Society was 

registered and named Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj. 

The opening ceremony for the registration was 
th

performed by Kanjibhai Laxman Parmar on 15  

October, 1955 who donated a generous sum of Ksh 

5,251/=. 

After some time a temple was added to the building. 

The opening ceremony for the temple was 

performed by Fulibenbhai Pragji Ranchhod of 

Lusaka, Zambia. The temple offered useful activities 

for the ladies of our community where they started 

meeting to offer prayers and hold "Satsang's" every 

Monday. The Temple was open for prayers to all 

members of the Hindu communities.

As time elapsed and sources of income to re-pay the 

loans dwindled, the community members initiated a 

number of income-generating activities such as 

Fetes, Tombola and Film shows with the help of 

Samaj members as volunteers. A little income was 

raised in the form of subscriptions to meet the 

recurrent expenditure.

Mr. Mavjibhai Hirji Parmar initiated a "Youth League" 

to introduce sports activities like volleyball and table 

tennis; thus a volleyball court was erected within the 

compound of the Samaj. Thereafter annual 

tournaments were started with the aim of creating a 

better understanding with other community 

members residing in east and central Africa. On the 

cultural aspects these youngsters were successful in 

<<Continued from Page 22

Founders
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If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people
or things.

Pragjibhai Velji Solanki

Karsanbhai Harji Vaghela

Mavjibhai Hirji Parmar
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staging a hilarious play.

An annual prize giving competition was started to 

motivate students to excel in their academic 

performances in school.

By 1952 there were approximately 15 Dhobi families 

living in Nairobi. 

Mavjibhai Parmar, Hansrajbhai Modasia and 

Vishrambhai Chauhan encouraged Nairobi Dhobi 

members to start a Samaj and appointed three 

members to run the activities of the Nairobi Samaj.
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The wisest people in the world are those that admit when
they are wrong.

Prize given to Jitesh Hira for good academic performance



Premjibhai Vaghela, a resident of Dar-es-salaam, 

brought in a fabulous suggestion; to organize an 

inter-community volleyball tournament between 

Mombasa and Dar-es-Salaam as this would be a 

good opportunity to socialize. This proposal was 

accepted by Mavjibhai and his managing committee. 

To further support his proposal, Premjibhai donated 

the Vaghela Trophy for the winning team.

The first tournament was played in 1963 in Dar-es -

Salaam, where Mombasa team lost to the Dar-es -

Salaam team. In later years Tanga, Nairobi and 

London Dhobi Samaj members also joined the 

tournament. 

It later gained so much momentum that it came to be 

known as Easter Sports and Cultural Festival and 

ensured that the Dhobi Samaj greatly benefitted 

from such reunion.

Mavjibhai, after being promoted to the position of  

Chief Executive Officer in the Customs department, 

assisted young Samaj members to get employment 

in his department. Other members, who had studied 

up to grade 12, befitted by joining the Railway 

Corporation, the East African Railways and Harbours 

as tally clerks while the rest joined Banks and other 

private firms.
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Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it.

Volleyball team posing for a photo with some SRDS members.

The first volley ball team representing SRDS in Dar.
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A sizeable number of the community members who 

had obtained Kenyan citizenship and those still 

holding British Passports, migrated to other 

countries including the United Kingdom, Canada 

and the USA.

During the struggle for Kenya's Independence in 

1963 members of our community were encouraged 

to register as British Citizens. Not forgetting the 

special mention of Mr. Bhanubhai Savji Chudasama 

and his managing committee for assisting willing 

members to migrate to Britain. 

The major exodus took place in 1967 and 1968 

leading to membership reducing from the initial 

1000 members. The remaining members continued 

to hold responsible positions in government 

services, banks, oil companies and private firms and  

actively participated to improve the social, cultural 

and religious welfare of the Dhobi Community. 

Dr. Kiranbhai Harji Vaja, an active member of the 

community became the first youngster to qualify as a 

medical practitioner, setting an example to the entire 

community and started the tradition of young 

members of the community pursuing courses of 

higher education both locally and overseas. (List of 

Top achievers  in education is available on page 63.

In June, 1975 the community received a notice from 

M/s A. B. Patel and Patel Advocates of outstanding 

payment for the use of Dhobi Ghat for several years. 

Without an alternative means of settling this 

outstanding amount - since some of our members 

had immigrated to U.K and other countries - the 

present Samaj members decided to sell off the 

property and use part of the money received finance 

the outstanding debt. That is how the first Samaj 

property was disposed off at a price of Kshs. 

300,000/-.

The members never realized the future challenges in 

terms of setbacks and hardships they were exposing 

themselves to. Thereafter, all Samaj activities and 

functions like Navratri celebration, Diwali, New Year 

gatherings, Satsangs and Sports stopped. Other 

Samajs' started despising us for our haste in selling 

our Samaj property. With time hiring charges for 

Samaj functions and activities became expensive. At 

times, in spite of paying such high prices, the venues 

were made unavailable at last minute causing great 

deal of concern and inconveniences to the 

organizers. This forced members to hire other Samaj 

halls for essential ceremonies like Navratri, 

engagements, marriages, and other celebrations.

In 1978, due to coffee boom, prices of property shot 

up. In spite of this we still continued to hold 

successful activities and functions, but the need for a 

centre of our own began to be felt very strongly 

among both young and old members. Moreover, as 

an increasing proportion of our young generation 

began to get into other trades and professions, their 

economic standing improved giving Mombasa 

Dhobis an impetus to look ahead. A member, 

Bhagwanjibhai Kanji Parmar, who was a practicing 

accountant and auditor of our Samaj books, played a 

very important role by seeking refund of the capital 

gains tax we had initially paid while selling the old 

Samaj property.

In 1984, under the Chairmanship of Hansrajbhai 

Devraj Solanki, the managing committee in a bid to 

get the Samaj out of this critical situation decided 

that the only way out of this jeopardy was to look for 

a plot and build another Samaj.

In 1985 after some unsuccessful attempts, 

Hansrajbhai Devraj Solanki, Prabhudasbhai Chunilal 

Hira, Sureshbhai N Solanki, and Hirjibhai Khimji 

Chohan (Trustee Chairman) together with many 

other members convened an emergency meeting 
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Kanjibhai Jetha Solanki - dressed as Bhim (Navratri Celebration)

Hatred confuses life; love harmonizes it.



which lasted for over three hours. Finally a crucial 

decision was reached to buy the property and a 

deposit of Kshs.35,500/- being 10% of the value of 

the plot, was paid to M/s Datoo Owango, the 

property agents.

A general meeting was urgently convened the 

following week and members unanimously 

supported the idea of putting up a new Samaj. 

Constructive ideas on the construction of the new 

building were sought from members. After several 

changes in the structural plan a final architectural 

drawing was prepared by Shirishbhai Sachania of 

M/s Sachania Architects free of charge. The 

architectural plan was adopted in the subsequent 

meeting where the morale of the members was so 

high that they agreed to extend a loan to the Samaj 

ranging from Kshs.3,000/- to 10,000/-.

However, convincing the existing tenants to vacate 

the property to give way for construction to begin 

was another nightmare for the committee!

Tenders for the construction of the Samaj was 

opened with the lowest bidder M/s Dhanani Builders 

quoting Kshs.675,000/-. At this time the Samaj had a 

balance of Kshs.270,000/- only in its account but the 

never-say-die spirit of Hansrajbhai Solanki with full 

backing of his committee and morale boosting 

support from the Samaj members enabled members 

to take up this challenge.

The ceremony of laying the foundation stone for the 

Samaj was performed by Dullabhbhai Gandalal 

Chauhan on 23rd February, 1986 after which 

construction work started in April 1986 and 

completed by end of the year. 

As construction work commenced several fund 

raising suggestions were considered. Several Raas 

Garba Nights and a charity walk programme was 

organized which raised over Kshs.200,000/-. In 

between, construction work stalled when the 

contractor demanded more money when there were 

hardly any funds in the Samaj accounts. A general 

meeting was convened where members agreed that 

every family would donate a sum of Kshs.2,500/= to 

progress the construction work.

With tireless efforts of the managing committee, full 

backing of the trustees and support of the 

community members the Samaj was completed with 

>>Continued on Page 31
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Victory is gained by resolution and determination.

Laying the foundation stone.





all the facilities including Sports and leisure. 

However, one hurdle remained to be cleared - an 

outstanding amount of Kshs. 128,000/- that was still 

owed to the contractor. This was attributed to the 

fact that some members, in spite of promises made, 

had not paid their loans and donations. Efforts by 

committee members to visit them at home and 
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Parmar and Family on 26.12.1986. 

The grand opening of the Samaj was celebrated by 

members from all over East Africa, who had gathered 

for the festivities in December, 1986. Three days 

opening ceremony of the magnificent building was 

performed by Harilalbhai L Chohan and Sunilbhai L 

Modasia. Community members were invited from all 

parts of Africa, U.K. Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Those who fail to prepare, are preparing to fail.

Maru Bhavan Hall

Statues of Nanjibhai’s parents (far left and right)

To generate additional income for the Samaj, the 

Rajput Dhobi Club at the rear of the hall was also 

constructed. In 1998 Jayendrabhai Bhikha Dayalal 

Solanki sponsored the construction of a kitchen 

adjacent to the volleyball court with 2 rooms on the 

first floor. 

convince them to pay were fruitless. A general 

feeling among members was that most of these 

members were in a position to pay but were simply 

evading the payment. It really was shameful for these 

members to make full use of the facilities provided 

by the Samaj when their contribution was in arrears.

The temple was opened in a colourful ceremony with 

all rites and rituals by Mr. & Mrs Arunbhai Harji 

Lower Hall Temple Opening (1986)

by Mr. & Mrs Arunbhai Harji Parmar and Family.

In the same year, Maru Bhavan Hall was constructed 

by Nanjibhai Virchand Maru which increased the 

capacity to host events at the Samaj. Samaj members 

also accepted to keep the statues of Nanjibhai's 

parents besides the mandir.

Kitchen Opening by Jayendrabhai Solanki & Family.
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thApril 9  2011, may be considered as the turning point 

when the Samaj hosted one of its biggest religious 

events. Shrimad Bhagvad Gyan Yagna Saptah which 

was a religious function took place for over a period 

of 7 days. Prior to this event a borehole drilling was 

sponsored by Nanjibhai Maru. 

With income accrued from this event the 

management committee acquired other assets like 

tables, chairs, utensils for the Samaj. Shastri 

Rasikbhai Vyas presided over the Gyan Yagna Saptah 

in which approximately 600 people participated 

from various Hindu communities.
 On 8th November, 2014 Jayantilalbhai Kanji Parmar 

Past Chairmen assists Hansrajbhai Solanki (sitting) to light  a Diya  to commence Saptah 

Nanjibhai Virchand Maru commissioning of the Borehole Pitru Photos stand for Saptah

>>Continued on next Page

Hatred darkens life; love illuminates it.
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& family donated a magnificent new "dwar" 

(entrance gate) to our Samaj and later performed the 

opening ceremony. 

Soon after that our Samaj also hosted the 89th 
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b i r t h d a y 

celebration of Sri 

Sathya Sai Baba.

In December, 2015, 

we renovated the 

lower hall wash-

rooms ,  c rea ted 

extra store and 

i m p r o v e d  o u r 

kitchen which gives 

it a more modern 

look. In February, 

2 0 1 6  t h e 

renovation of the 

upper hall "Maru 

Bhavan" was done. 

Once again, Marubhai Parivar offered his support for 

our activities and Nanjibhai sponsored the 

renovation and donated Ksh 1.3 million towards it.
thOn 10  October 2016, Nileshbhai Suryakantbhai 

Parmar & family donated Mataji Garbi & Navdurga 

Jayantilalbhai Kanji Parmar family during opening of the magnificent new ‘Dwar’

He who indulges in task without proper knowledge will
deteriorate rather than improve the case.
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Maa's Murti in loving memory of his late mother  

Ansuyaben Parmar

Over the years Samaj members have taken 

advantage of educational facilities which are 

available to them in Kenya and a good number have 

managed to migrate, leaving a population of about 

250 adults and 100 children at the time of writing this 

history in 2017. Less than 10% of the families are still- 
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Live a life you would want to remember.

Samaj (Youth singing Bhajan on Sai Birthday)



associated with Laundry business in one way or another. An 

increasing proportion of the younger generation, however, has 

been going into other professions and skills.
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Nileshbhai Parmar’s Family donating Mataji Garbi & Nav Durga 
Murti to Samaj

60 years ago the first ever Dhobi Samaj in 

the world was established in Mombasa, in 

these years we have crossed many bridges 

and overcome a fair share of challenges 

both internally and externally. Today we 

stand on a thresh-hold of a revived unity 

to propel ourselves in new direction of 

peace, progress and development. 

Elders rightly said "Samaj Seva hi Prabhu 

seva" which means "service to community 

is service to Almighty God".

We are proud to be Dhobi

Jai Shree Krishna

*Assimilated by Hitesh Kara & Bipin Parmar

Never challenge an old man, because if you lose, you’ve
lost to an old man, and if you win, so what?



 must congratulate Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj, IMOMBASA on its 60th Anniversary celebrations 

and have pleasure in submitting this small 

contribution to stimulate interest and discussion on 

this important topic, on which will deepen our 
stcontinued survival as a community in the 21  

Century.

Let me start with a short history of origins-our 

'ROOTS'-most of you have seen the TV serial 

"ROOTS".  However rich, educated or powerful we 

may be, we must never forget our origins.

And our roots lie in the fertile soil of our mother land-

UNITY OF OUR COMMUNITY
BHARAT (INDIA). We are children of BHARAT- a 

nation of saints, rishis, scholars, scientists and noble 

kings and queens. Our culture, our religion, our 

languages, our epics like RAMAYAN, MAHABHARAT, 

SHREE BHAGWAD GEETA - all make us proud. 

The word "Rajput' means our forefathers were 

Kshatriyas - a fighting class in ancient Bharat. 

A story is told of how some of these Kshatriyas were 

saved from PARSHURAM by a rishi (sage) who told 

them to take their loin clothes to the river and wash 

them while Parshuram was out to destroy all 

Kshatriyas from the whole land. These Kshatriyas 

were then known as Rajput Dhobis. By doing this 

menial work our forefathers, who actually were real 

fighting soldiers, degraded themselves in order to 

save their lives. 

So we still have the Rajput blood flowing in our veins 

and hence we are always fighting amongst ourselves 

instead of fighting with our enemies both 'within' 

ourselves and from outside. I will soon discuss who 

our enemies are and how to defeat them. 

Also the class system which divides Hindus into 
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If you don’t build your dream someone will hire you to help
build theirs.
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Remember that sometimes not getting what you want, can
be the best thing for you.
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upper and lower castes is on the decline now. Our 

community is now spread all over the world and we 

have people in most professions, though not in large 

numbers. 

Along with other Hindu communities, we have 

experienced great changes in our caste system and 

the barriers are gradually breaking down. However, 

we are still part and parcel of the Hindu way of life. If 

we want to see our nation united or the lands where 

we live prosper, then it is essential and vital that we as 

a community UNITE first. Only as a united force we 

can contribute constructively to the welfare of the 

communities in which we live.

Man is a social being and he needs a society-a 

community in which to live and prosper. His 

prosperity and well being is tied up with that of his 

community. Even animals have a 'herd' instinct. A 

united community can achieve progress and can 

render help to needy members in times of calamities, 

recession, social and political upheavals. 

We saw such unity in action with the Ismailia 

Community in the sixties when thousands of their 

members were helped to resettle in the U.K., Europe, 

U.S.A., Canada, Australia and New Zealand with help 

from their community. 

Some of these migrants are now counted amongst 

the richest members of society in the lands of their 

adoption. 

Another glaring example is that of the Jewish nation 

of Israel. Surrounded on all sides by Arab nations 

who have large armies and are hostile to Israel, this 

small, UNITED, determined nation defies them all, 

not only because they are extremely hard working, 

and believe in their nationhood, but Jews all over the 

world contributed billions of pounds and dollars 

whenever Israel is in danger.

So what prevents us from achieving a similar degree 

of unity? There may be many reasons, but as far as I 

can see; lack of communication is one of the main 

obstacles in achieving this elusive UNITY. 

If we can, meet often, socialize more frequently, 

share our thoughts and ideas together without ill-

will and with love and respect for differing views, 

then I am sure, we can also achieve similar heights of 

UNITY. 

As a start; let us meet more frequently, play and eat 

together, arrange more social outings, organize 

educational, social, religious and intellectual 

activities for both young and old members of our 

society. 

The youth and Mahila Mandals may have differing 

priorities and can arrange sports,  debates, elocution 

competitions,   essay   competitions,   arts   and   

craft competitions, etc.  Some of these activities can 

be organized in cooperation with other like-minded 

community groups. This will promote greater 

harmony and good-will among local communities 

wherever we are living. All these activities should be 

planned and discussed so that they do not become 

boring stereotype functions. 

Earlier on, I mentioned our enemies-both internal 

and external. The internal enemies are six in number 

and they are the most important: these are GREED, 

FALSE PRIDE, ANGER, MATERIAL ATTACHMENTS, 

EGO and JEALOUSIES. Unless we control these and 

overcome them we can neither achieve material 

<<Continued from Page 36
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If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go
together. 
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prosperity nor spiritual progress. 

As a community we must take a concerted, conscious 

effort to discuss these internal enemies, how to 

control our tempers when discussing any problem, 

how to hold civilized and sensible debates, how to 

control jealousy so that we find happiness in the 

achievements not only of our own families but also of 

others. 

We achieve with our own individual efforts but when 

a whole community undertakes any big project, a 

united and systematic sustained effort is essential to 

reach a goal or a desired target. 

Our youth should avoid the evils of alcoholism and 

concentrate on their studies or work. They should 

also contribute regularly to the community funds by 

a deed of covenant or a standing order so that the 

leaders do not go out with a begging bowl from 

house to house. 

Fund raising should be fun, include everybody in 

these efforts - both young and old. Arrange 

community dinners every two to three months 

sponsored by a family or a group of families. Let it be 

a simple but nutritious meal; the idea is to meet 

informally over a meal to discuss our progress. At the 

end of the dinner have a small entertainment 

programme-let young children sing, recite poetry, 

tell a joke or a story. This way they will learn to speak 

in public. High School children can discuss serious 

topics.  All these will provide training in leadership.

These days we hear about and experience, great 

difficulties in recruiting people to come forward and 

accept  respons ib le  pos i t ions  on  var ious 

management committees. These posts demand 

sacrifice of time, money and energies, but if we do 

not come forward how can we run such societies?

In the past one or two people shouldered all the 

responsibilities, but this should not happen now. If 

we follow some of the ideas propounded in this 

article, I am sure this difficulty will become a sad 

memory belonging to the past as there will always be 

a reservoir of trained talent waiting in the wings to 

take over!

,

>>Continued next page
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Where there is a will, there is a way.



Let me now conclude by saying that there is no 

height, we cannot reach. Our community, along with 

others, living abroad, has come a long way. 

Mombasa Shree Rajput Dhobi SAMAJ has a great 

future. We have no such SAMAJ in U.K. even after 

more than twenty years stay here! Let us throw away 

all pessimism. In the words of Swami Vivekanand- 

'Arise, awake (Swami) and wait not till the GOAL is 

reached'. And that GOAL is UNITY OF OUR 

COMMUNITY.

Similarly the word UNITY forms part and parcel of the 

word COMMUNITY. Therefore, let noble thoughts 

come to us from every side and let our community 

set higher and higher goals for our children and 

grandchildren to achieve.

By Dr. Kiran (Kanji) H. Vaja-Birmingham England

With special thanks to ALKESHBHAI VAJA.

SRDS-UNITY 41

If you can’t cook don’t tell someone their food needs salt.

Congratulations to

SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ
On celebrating 60 Years

With Compliments

The Board, Management and Staff of

Africa Tea Brokers Limited
P. O. Box 81883-80100, Mombasa-Kenya

Tel: +254 41 312407/8/10

Email: info@atbltd.com

Website: www.atbltd.com
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 
SRDS LADIES WING 

th
he mahila mandal was formed on 16  July, 

T1988 under the leadership of chairlady 

Pratibhaben H Vaghela. The team which was 

greatly supported by Trikambhai Vaja took part in 

various Garba competitions at the Shiv temple and 

during Navratri.

Distinguished ladies who supported the infant ladies 

wing are Kantaben Modasia and Lataben Chohan, 

thereafter the mahila mandal introduced monthly 

satsungs and religious activities. 

A new ladies wing committee which was formed in 

April 2015 started participating actively in our Rajput 

Dhobi Samaj by organizing many religious and 

entertainment programs which created unity and 

harmony in our community. These vibrant and 

dynamic ladies took up the challenge of renaming 

the mahila mandal into "Ladies wing” under the 

leadership of Bhavitaben  N.  Chohan. 

SRDS Ladies Wing Chairlady.
Bhavitaben N. Chohan

Ladies wing officials
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She created the greatest bonding relationship 

among ladies both young and old. The events 

organized under her leadership have been the 

greatest eye opener for all the Asian Communities in 

Mombasa. The activities undertaken by the ladies 

wing are as follows:

First and foremost, the new team started off by 

organizing monthly satsungs and recitations of 

hanuman chalisa, which gave them tremendous 

support from SRDS members. 

During Navratri celebrations, this team organized a 

fancy dress competition and Dandia Raas 

competition whereby small children dramatized by 

dressing up as God and Goddesses. The Dandia Raas 

competition winners were awarded gift vouchers 

while the younger kids were awarded school bags 

and water bottles. 

In July 2015, the Vishu Yagna religious function was 

nicely conducted as we had immense positive 

energy within us and our community members at 

large. 27 Hawan Kunds attended. 

P.O.Box No - 44686-00100, 
No - 2 - Migwani Road, Behind Tetra 
Pak, Industrial Area,
Nairobi, Kenya,East Africa.
 

p: +254 20 2525488/23330902
m: +254 716 032088/733 222235

e: info@edl.co.ke

ELECTRICAL PANEL BUILDER & POWER SOLUTIONS, 
WHOLESALER/RETAILER IN ALL ELECTRICAL

 ACCESSORIES"
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Care about what other people think  and you will always be
their prisoner.

Havan at the Samaj

Pooja at the Samaj

Fancy dress by children during Navratri
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PURSHOTTAM MAAS PROJECT 

The Purshottam maas was planned to be celebrated 

with great pomp. Our active committee organized a 

picnic outing to welcome this holy month on Sunday 

20th June 2015. All Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj 

members took par t by bringing del ic ious 

homemade food. We also 

conducted satsung by the 

beach with Raas Garba.

Another function that was 

held during this holy month 

was Samuhu Satyanarayan 

Katha which was held on 

11th July 2015, whereby 35 

Yajmans  took par t and 

received blessings.

>>Continued on next Page

CAR HIRE TOURS & SAFARIS LTD.
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Do not go where the path may lead you, go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail.

Purshottam Maas Puja at Hindu Union Beach.
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AGYARAS
During agyaras on the 28th June 2015, Vishnu Yagna 

was held whereby 1008 names of Lord Vishu were 

recited during this holy event. Farar Jaman was 

conducted by our ladies cooking team for all Samaj 

members and 37 Yajmans took part in this Yagna.

Proceeds from the above functions was directed 

towards Gau Charo (cattle feeding) and other various 

feeding programs for the needy. 

We also had the privilege of feeding needy children 

at Tulsi Farm in Mtwapa whereby 1,200 children were 

fed from a budget of Ksh 60,000 which was approved 

from our kitty to aid in this donation. 

We add a New Lease of Life to your Clothing…

ITAL 
DRYCLEANERS LTD

Yaya Center, Hurlingham
Kasuku Center, Kileleshwa
Karen Crossroads 
Malindi Snowwhite Laundry 

Congratulations to the Members, Managing Committee, and Trustees of

SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ MOMBASA
On your 60th Anniversary 

OUR BRANCHES

Yaya Center, Nairobi
2nd Floor. Tel: +254 722 514011, Email: mvgohil@eme.co.ke

Oers you a full range of professional laundry & Dry 
cleaning services.
Specialists in Cleaning of Leather and Suede garments.
Same day and Personalized Services available.

>>Continued on next Page

Better slow going somewhere than fast going nowhere.

Gau-charo - Feeding cows at Kibarani.

Food donations by Samaj to the Needy.
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SHARAVAN MAAS PROJECT 
During this Sharavan Maas month, community 

members were able to feed and donate food to 

Nyumba Za Wazee (old people's home) at Kibarani. 

At this event we donated various food items and bed 

sheets. 

Our next project was a feeding program at Dear 

Diaries where 40 children were supplied with ration 

and medicine to last them one whole month. 

The next recipient of our donation was Mahali Pa 

Salama, an orphanage in Tudor where we supplied 

assorted food items and clothes. 

One of the exceptional events held by the Ladies 

Wing Dream Team was Krishna Leela Night, an extra 

ordinary night to remember held on 12th September 

2015. This was a dandia raas competition with food 

stalls on sale welcoming Navratri. Our active ladies 

prepared mouth watering delicacies which were sold 

out, generating profit for the community. This event 

which was open to all Hindu communities hosted 

around 500 participants from various communities. 

Fabulous prizes which were won were donated by 

the family of Manilalbhai Solanki who traveled all the 

way from Nairobi. 

The chief guest Mr. Nanjibhai Maru and his family 

from Nairobi conducted the Diya lighting ceremony 

to start off the function. 

Donating food to Nyumba ya Wazee in Tudor (Kibarani)

The second was also a religious event in the holy 

month of Purshottam Maas and Satya Narayan 

khatha and Sunny Dev Pooja, which were well 

organized and planned.

The educational trip to Coastal Bottlers Limited 

factory also at Mtwapa was undertaken with a 

budget of Ksh 60,000 approved from our kitty to aid 

in this donation. The community identifies for 

commendation Kaushikbhai Vaja and Rupenbhai 

Chohan for assisting the ladies wing to secure the 

event venue.

The fourth was the food ration donation and the 

feeding of cows at Khimjis farm.

The multi-talented ladies wing also has a very good 

team of cooking ladies who have been at the 

forefront in making mouth-watering delicacies at all 

these events. 

Cooking team of ladies.
(right) Cooking Team
making butter naan moto
moto

Keep your friends close but your enemies closer.

An education trip to Coastal Bottlers Ltd factory-Mtwapa
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SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ, 
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During my term as a chairlady, from 2008 – 

2012, I and the committee members 

worked hand-in-hand in organizing 

various activities for the ladies namely: 

Children's Diwali card and Essay writing competition 

for the ladies. The event was very well attended and 

ladies of all ages took part. This was followed by a 

tele-match competition for the ladies and the girls. 

We continuously assisted the managing committee 

during the Navratri festival by organizing the Raas 

Garba competition along with fancy dress 

competition for the younger ones.

In addition, together with the managing committee 

and the Easter Festival conveners, we assisted in the 

organization of the Easter sports festival, in 

particular, managing the catering and the kitchen 

with the cooking ladies team. 

Last but not the least, the Mahila Mandal held regular 

satsangs on the first Saturday of the month and 

during the month of Purshottam Mas, a samooh Tulsi 

Pooja was organized as well as a picnic at the Hindu 

Union Beach during this holy month. 

The Team of Chairladies -
Diwaliben Chohan

Savitaben Bhanji Modasia

Jayaben D Chohan

Pratibhaben Vaghella

Jaswantiben Modasia 

Jamnaben Chohan 

Dinballaben Vaghella

Ushaben A Modasia 

Pratimaben S Modasia (2008- 2012)

Bhavitaben N Chohan (2015- 2017)

Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the tests rst,
then the lesson afterward.

MESSAGE FROM
PRATIMABEN MODASIA
Immediate Past Ladies’ Wing Chairperson

PRATIMABEN MODASIA
Immediate Past ladies’ Wing Chairperson 



Ladies and Gentlemen,

I took up the youth chairman post at a very young 

age to lead a very dynamic team. The youths are 

Youth Chairman
Mishaalbhai Ishwarlal Modasia

MESSAGE FROM THE YOUTH CHAIRMAN
very supportive of all 

Samaj activities in 

terms of participation 

and service.

The youth wing was 
established in 1997 
and its first chairman 
w a s  D i x i t b h a i 
Modas ia .  He  was 
s u c c e e d e d  b y 
Harishbhai Parmar 
a n d  l a t e r  o n  b y 
Saritbhai Vaja.

The youth wing has 
under taken many 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y 

programs out of which I would like to mention a 
few. They organized the best show in the year 1998 
which was the “Boogie Woogie” night, a successful 
show which is still remembered to date. This was 
followed by a Disco Dandia Night under the –
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If you are not happy being single, you will never be happy
in a relationship. Get your own life rst, then share it



chairmanship of Saritbhai Vaja. This was followed 
by the Dhamal Night event whereby we combined 
Antakshari and Fashion Show in the year 2014 with 
much success. 

Our youth have scored several achievements in 
education during the past few years. Today, we 
boast of many graduates and high achievers in 
various academic fields. 

During the 2015/2016 performance, for example, 
we had 18 graduates from our youths.
The youth wing recently won the Mombasa 
Antakshari Competition where all the three dhobi 
community teams advanced to the finals. 

Youth performing during Samaj Easter function - 2016

During the event, 3 teams from our youth took 
part in an open Asian community tournament 
where a record of 16 teams participated. At the 
end of the games our youths won positions 1, 2 
and 3, thereby recording one of the best 
performances.

I and Jessicaben Solanki, were approached to 
organize Antakshari Competitions for other Asian 
communities. Our management skills were also 
appreciated when we organized the successful 
Sukshetra funtakshri in our own SRDS Easter 

Antakshri winners 2016, (left) Sejelben Parmar, Heetalben 
Parmar, Nikitbhai Parmar & Tejalben Chudasama.

Sports festival in 2016. 
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If they choose to judge you, it says more about them, then it 
does about you.

Our youth comprise of energetic dancers who also 
displayed excellent oratory skills which kept the 
crowd glued to their seats as was witnessed in our 
SRDS Easter Sports Festival Cultural Night of 2012 
and 2016. 

The youth wing has various new ideas of coming 
up with new sporting activities from which we 
introduced the throw ball sport for ladies and also 
had the Box Cricket League tournament in 2016. 

Currently we have a very strong youth of 61 
members who have laid down big plans to take 
Shree Rapjut Dhobi Samaj Mombasa to greater 
Heights. 

Throw-ball team on the pitch.
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A wise man’s actions speaks for himself.

Convey our Heartiest Congratulations to the President of the Republic of Kenya  
HIS EXCELLENCY
PRESIDENT 
UHURU KENYATTA 
on the Government’s 
recognition of 
Kenyans of Asian 
heritage as the 
44th tribe in Kenya.

This proclamation is important to us coming as we celebrate our Diamond 
Jubilee of solid partnership in social, cultural and economic empowerment.

SHREE RAJPUT DHOBI SAMAJ - MOMBASA

GOD BLESS SRDS! GOD BLESS KENYA!
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THE NAME THAT
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Great mind discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events.
Small minds discuss people.
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From time immemorial, a sport is an activity 

where human beings find pleasure as they 

compete in a friendly atmosphere. Sport, 

therefore, is a pivotal reason why our Samaj has 

progressed to reach its peak of success. 

Since the establishment of our Samaj in 1948, sports 

has been speeding its way through our ancestor's 

blood that have passed on the rules and built 

Volleyball and Darts were the first ever 

games to be introduced to our members by 

our forefathers. The Vaghela Cup was the 

first major volleyball tournament we ever took part 

VAGHELA VOLLEYBALL CUP

in. It was held in Dar Es-Salaam. This Cup was 

donated by Premjibhai Vaghela.

In 1965 our first SRDS Mombasa squad of 9 players 

travelled to Dar es Salaam under the captainship of 

Harilalbhai Chohan, Chandubhai Solanki, Damjibhai 

Solanki and Babubhai. 

The success of this first event motivated our elders to 

elevate the Easter Sports to an annual event in 

rotation between Mombasa, Nairobi, Tanga and Dar 

es Salaam. The aim was to bring together all the 

The first ever SRDS Volley ball team in Dar-es-Salaam
with Premjibhai Vaghela (centre)

SRDS Volley ball team in  1948

sportsmanship to be a fundamental building block 

for the younger generation.

Samaj members from various centers to the Easter 

Sports festival. To enhance the passion for this joyous 

occasion, the SRDS Mombasa sports volleyball team 

had been training tirelessly to bag this cup in their 

trophy cabinet. 

Kishorebhai Parmar, Chandrakantbhai Parmar, 

Sureshbhai Solanki, Dineshbhai Modasia, Bipinbhai 

Parmar and Rishibhai Parmar and many other strong, 

rugged and determined players constituted our 

solid teams which competed in various tournaments 

locally, in the coast and in some parts of East Africa. 

Our Samaj has undergone various highs and lows 

when taking part in major volleyball tournaments. 

Way back in the 80's and 90's we were respected as a 

strong force and one of the most feared sides in the 

coast region.  Ashokbhai Modessa and Jayantilalbhai 

Solanki are some of our great veterans who were the 

backbone of the team which led our volleyball team 

to famous cup glories!

SRDS
Volley ball
team posing
for a snap
shot before
a match.

Truly great people don't go around telling everyone how
great they are, everyone already knows it.
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s years passed by, the game of Pool was Aintroduced to the Samaj during the Easter 

sports festival. There was a very good 

response even though it didn't have the perfect start 

for the SRDS Mombasa pool team. But gradually the 

pool team improved under the leadership of 

Jainikbhai Parmar, who guided the team to win 

trophies during the Easter Sports festival in 2008. At 

least the younger sports members outclassed the 

more experienced ones in this sport!
Pool Tournament - Nairobi vs Mombasa

<<Continued from Page 55

Everyone needs a friend, whoever says he/she does not need 
a friend is not friendly to himself!!
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Under Khushilbhai Parmar as our sports 

captain, the sports committee sat down 

and brought up a new idea of introducing 2 

new sports disciplines into the annual Easter Sports 

festival; namely, football for boys and throw ball for 

ladies. 

FOOTBALL AND THROWBALL

Throw ball ladies team in action

Football, which was the first to be introduced in the 

Easter Sports festival in 2008 in Mombasa, was such a 

grand success that it attracted many youths from all 

centers to brighten up the holiday atmosphere. The 

two football teams which trained hard to polish their 

raw football skills excelled in the tournament and 

brought the trophy home.

Following that success, the Hindu Council of Kenya, 

Mombasa branch, started organizing an annual 

football tournament for all Hindu communities living 

in Mombasa. After several years of participation by 

raising 2 teams from our institution and the frequent 

quarter-final penalty shootout exits every time, we 

surely wanted redemption. 

Finally, after hard work and months of rigorous 

training, in July 2015 we again raised 2 teams and 

progressed from a very difficult group to reach the 

finals! 

Runners up! That's what we ended up with after the 

final results. Though sad to lose the trophy, but 

because of the immense support from our Samaj 

members who were rooting for the teams from the 

sidelines we were very proud of the results. 

On 10th July 2016, the youth wing under the 

captainship of Khushilbhai Parmar participated in the 

tournament again. After winning all the games 

through very tough group stages we advanced to 

the quarter    finals against Lohana. After a stalemate 

quarterfinal in which we drew 0-0, a penalty 

shootout was in the cards. We won the penalty 

shootout and proceeded to the semis.

 

After a tough match against Vanza which ended 0-0 

again, another penalty shootout was forced upon us. 

Nikitbhai Parmar who was standing between the 

goalposts as goalkeeper made some stunning saves 

during the shootout. Our teammates Sahilbhai 

Modessa, Umangbhai Modessa and Saritbhai Vaja 

scored their penalties to enable us proceed to the 

finals for two years running!

The final was played against an evenly matched star 

studded team from Navnat Community-our sworn 

enemies. After a tight game in which we had an 

upper hand it still ended 0-0. During the penalty 

shootout the crowd went ballistic after we slotted 

home all our penalties and won the shootout after 

Nikitbhai Parmar made a final save which got us the 

cup for the first time in history. It was a very proud 

moment in our history as football captain Deepbhai 

Parmar lifted the cup for the Dhobi community! 

>>Continued on Page 59
Just because someone doesn’t speak a lot doesn’t mean he’s
shy, “Still waters runs deep”.

Hindu Council of Kenya Football Trophy champs -2016
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SRDS ladies exposing their talents
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If you can’t remember how you got a scare you didn’t go
through enough pain to get it.

The most amazing and astounding thing was that we 

didn't miss any penalties as we previously had a very 

bad experience with penalties over the years. I guess 

the training paid off!!!

For the first time in our history Ladies Throw Ball was 

launched by Khushilbhai Parmar who received 

maximum support from the ladies wing and the 

youth wing. Last year throw ball was introduced 

officially as an inspiration from seeing the Cutchi 

ladies play the sport at a local tournament. Throw 

ball has now become a community sport and our 

members are enjoying the game. We do not believe 

in the old stereotype ideology that ladies are only 

good at cooking in kitchen. Ours can also play 

games!

An internal tournament within our Samaj was 

organized by the sports wing whereby badminton, 

volleyball (married, bachelors and veterans) and 

throw ball tournament was organized to expose the 

talents of our spor ts members and, most 

importantly, to have fun. These were all small 

stepping stones to achieve success in future.

<<Continued from Page 57
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The March, 2016 Easter Sports in 

M o m b a s a  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l 

experience for the sports wing. Throw 

ball, pool, football, volleyball and tele-match 

were the games that were contested in this 

festive occasion. We started preparing for this 

event as early as January 2016 and for sure 

the training paid off! 

THE 2016 EASTER SPORTS 
FESTIVALS IN MOMBASA

Throw-ball Winners-2017 Throw-ball Runners-up 2017

Both our throw ball teams reached the finals because 

of the leadership of Jhanviben Chohan whose vibrant 

and cheerful character motivated us to win the 

trophy. 

Under the captainship of Deepbhai Parmar the 

football team also managed to retain their title for 

another year. Volleyball and darts did not have very 

successful triumphs for the sports members of 

Mombasa with Dar-es-salaam and Nairobi winning 

respectively. The bottom line is that it was a victory 

for the Samaj.

Cricket has been a passion in our Samaj since 

the  90 's  under  the  l eade r sh ip  of 

Suryakantbhai Parmar. The team players 

were Suryakantbhai Modasia, Ashokbhai Modessa, 

Nileshbhai Parmar and Sudhirbhai Solanki. The sport 

was played at both inter-community and club level 

with a lot of dedication from our players who were 

CRICKET

Never trust a man who has never been fooled. He has learned
nothing.

even selected to play for our Kenya National Team.  

Among the SRDS Cricketing Greats there was one 

standout player: Mr. Sudhir Solanki (inset) who 

learned  his cricket from 

playing for Coast Gymkhana 

but then was a regular 

member of Ngara Sports 

Club team in Nairobi since 

1979. His amazing technique 

with the bat as a hard hitter 

and precise skill as a Swing 
bowler made him a first team choice for the Kenya 

national Team. The talented SRDS member has 

represented Kenya in various local and international 

tournaments and has also played in the ICC trophy.

Even though cricket is now dying out in the Samaj, 

the youth wing made an attempt to rekindle the fire 

of this sport by organizing a box cricket league. Three 

teams which took part comprised of 9 players (both 

Mr. Sudhir Solanki

Throwball team A and B



boys and girls). Everyone had a lot of fun and we wish 

to continue this sport and take part in other 

tournaments and possibly, consider re-introducing it 

in the Easter Sports festivals in the coming years.

Our sports wing has a very bright vision as it plans to 

introduce new sports disciplines at the Easter Sports 

festival. Table tennis, cricket, badminton are all on the 

verge of being introduced to the Easter sports 

festival to make it more exciting, competitive and 

help expose all the hidden potential in all the SRDS 

members across the globe.
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At present we have a standard volleyball ground, two 
pool tables, 2 darts boards, a badminton court and a 
football field which we take on hire for training on 
Sunday's at the Samaj. We are also aiming to expand 
our reach and construct our own football field, 
cricket field, table tennis table and swimming pool at 
the Samaj.

We are also planning to have a fund-raising sports 
event to help generate funds to help us achieve these 
goals because we have eyes on the prize and are all 
working towards that milestone. 

In conclusion, I believe our major achievement as a 
community today is the unity sports has brought to 
the entire membership of SRDS. I take this 
oppor tunity to commend SRDS  managing 
committee and the entire leadership of the sports 
wing for ensuring that sports events continue to 
thrive as a unifying force for our institution. We need 
all your blessings and support in every way to make 
our dreams a REALITY! 

OUR SPORTS FACILITIES 

Team work: Fitting the Volley Ball net.

 Heartiest Congratulations
to the

Shree Rajput Dhobi Samaj Community
on celebrating 60years in Mombasa & 30years

for your Community Hall
Wishing you continued success!!

Abbas Traders Limited,
Mombasa - Kenya,

Email: office@abbastraders.com

Those who know do not speak. Those who speak do not
know.
























































































































































































